Amyloidosis in Hodgkin's disease: a Scottish survey.
Hodgkin's disease is a rare cause of secondary amyloidosis. In Scotland in the period 1961 to 1974 four patients in whom these 2 conditions were associated have been identified. In one of these the presence of amyloidosis was an unexpected finding at a staging laparotomy for Hodgkin's disease. The clinical and pathological features are summarised. The development of amyloid disease is usually suspected by the finding of proteinuria, which is rarely present in uncomplicated Hodgkin's disease. A distinction is made between a nephrotic syndrome due to glomerulopathy, which is an early complication of Hodgkin's disease and improves with treatment of the primary condition, and the nephrotic syndrome due to amyloidosis which occurs late in the course of the illness and is irreversible and rapidly progressive.